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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: COLOR TELEVISION IN ARGENTINA 

A) 75 BA 3037 (NOTAL) KDJ 
U KDA JUTTE KNOTAL) 

1. NEW MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO PURCHASE PAL (GERMAN 
COLOR TV TRANSMISSIONS SYSTEM) FOR USE IN TELEVISING 1978 
WORLD SOCCER CUP GAMES TO BE HELD IN ARGENTINA. THOUGH 
PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SECRETARY ASSERTS THIS DECISION IS NOT A 
COMMITMENT ON WHICH COLOR SYSTEM ARGENTINA WILL ADOPT INTERNALLY, 
IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE ODDS ARE NOW HEAVILY WEIGHTED IN 

FAVOR PAL. 

2. DECISION CAME AS SURPRISE TO MOST OBSERVERS, NOT BECAUSE OF 

CHOIC OF SYSTEM, BUT BECAUSE ARGENTINA HAS DECIDED TO BUY 
INSTEAD OF RENTING. THEY HAD BEEN EXPECTED TO RENT, WHICH 
WOULD HAVE BEEN LESS EXPENSIVE IN THE SHORT TERM AND LESS 
ONEROUS EROM BALANCE OF PAYMENTS VIEW. 
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